
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION for October 2-8th
 
This past Sunday our message was from the new bishop for the state of Indiana, Bishop Julius 
Trimble.  His message was titled “The Church at its Best.” 
 
One of the bishop’s early questions was “Why do we have a church?  This church?

• Why do we have a church?
 
The church is at its best when, said the bishop, when it is a place where our faith is nurtured. 

• What, in your opinion, are the most important things in nurturing faith?
 
Bishop Trimble used Luke 17 for his text.  Part of his reading was as follows:
“If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them.  Even if 
they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ 
you must forgive them.” The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
 
Bishop shared that doing things like giving the hungry a sandwich is necessary, but it requires 
no amazing faith.  Forgiving people over and over when they have hurt us requires amazing 
faith.  Changing the world requires amazing faith.
 

• Might you share where your own faith most needs to be increased?
• What is an amazing thing you would like to see in your world?

One of the things Bishop Trimble shared was that the church is at its best when people outside 
can’t wait to get in, and people on the inside can’t wait to get out into the world.  Just the week 
before Glenn’s scripture reading was from Acts 2.  It is a description of the church after Jesus 
left earth, and the church was just being born.
 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 
apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in common.  They sold property 
and possessions to give to anyone who had need.  Every day they continued to meet together 
in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved.                              --Acts 2: 42-44
 

• What do we see in these verses that make the strongest impression on us?
• In what ways is our church like this?  In what ways different?
• What kind of place does a church need to be in order that people outside of it want to come 

into the family?
 
Take time to pray for one another before leaving the group today.


