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Discussion Questions

Read 2nd Corinthians 8 through 9:11.  In this scripture, Paul, the writer of this letter, was 
encouraging the church in Corinth to take up a collection for the Christians in Jerusalem (the 
saints).  Before we go any further: 

• How do feel about sending money to foreign people?  To foreign Christians?
• Would a collection for, say, the church in Syria, be motivating for you?

Also:

• What is generosity?
 
Glenn’s first point was that generosity doesn’t begin in us, it begins in God.  The Bible says:  

“Remember how generous the Lord Jesus was: he was rich, but he became poor for your sake, 
to make you rich out of his poverty.” 2nd Corinthians 8: 9
 
Paul’s wants to remind folks that God was generous in blessing them in many ways, but that 
God gave us the gift of Christ.  Christ became poor (suffered and was killed) in order that we 
might become rich (have salvation and freedom from sin).  Christ gave himself to us generously.  
Since the nature of God is to give:

• Name some ways God has been generous with you.
 
 
Glenn also made the point that generosity may start in God, but it is to live through us.  For so 
many of us, that is hard.
 

• Why is, do you think, that we struggle so hard with being generous as God is generous?
 



Paul wants to measure the Corinthians against the church in Macedonia, where they have 
begged for the privilege of giving to this offering, even though they are in difficult times 
themselves.  Paul is pleased and proud of the Macedonians.  No doubt he is using their effort to 
spur on the Corinthians.  But he says an interesting thing about the Macedonians.  “The offered 
their own selves first to God.”
 

• What is the connection between offering self to God, then being generous in helping those in 
Jerusalem?

 
 
One of the famous lines in the Bible is in the passage.  My translation says, “Do not forget, thin 
sowing means thin reaping; the more you sow, the more you reap.” 2nd Corinthians 9: 6.    

Or as I heard it growing up, “As ye sow, so shall ye reap.”
 

• Generosity is larger than just giving money.  However, if you were to look at where you spent 
you money in the last month, where in life is the most seed sown? 

• Is that where you want it to be?
• What would you need to change it?

 
 
At the end of the passage we are reminded that generosity brings a lot of good things along with 
it.  “For doing this holy service is not only supplying all the needs of the saints, but it is also 
increasing the amount of thanksgiving that God receives.  By offering this service, you show 
them what you are, and that makes them give glory to God for the way you accept and profess 
the gospel of Christ… And their prayers for you, too, show how they are drawn to you on 
account of all the grace that God has given you.  Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift.”       
2nd Corinthians 9: 12-15
 

• What do you see above?  

Generosity increases thanksgiving to God.  Generosity shows others what you are made of.  
Generosity makes others give glory to God.  Generosity draws others to you and makes them 
pray for you.  What a gift generosity is.
 
Be sure to pray for one another before leaving the group tonight.


