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John 15:9-17
“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love.  If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in 
his love.  
I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be complete.  This is my commandment, 
that you love one another as I have loved you.  No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 



John 15:9-17
“You are my friends if you do what I command you.  I do 
not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father.  You did not 
choose me but I chose you.  And I appointed you to go 
and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that my Father will 
give you whatever you ask him in my name.  I am giving 
you these commands so that you may love one another.”



Friends With Christ
"Abide" is an old-fashioned word, but it means to be 
embraced by Jesus 

"Friends" is a better word (more than a Facebook 
friend), we are invited to be Friends With Christ 

"Someone who loves like Jesus" is best description of 
being a follower of Jesus



Friends



Friends With Christ
Jesus invites us to be his Friends – what an amazing 
invitation! 

His only requirement:  that we love one another as he 
has loved us. 

How has Jesus loved us?  He gave his life for us; 
He accepts us; and invites us to accept being accepted 
(maybe a good definition of Confirmation)



Imagine That You Are Accepted
I am inviting you to do something quite 
dangerous in church – close your eyes. 

Imagine …



You Are Accepted
You are accepted by Christ, you are embraced by Christ, 
you can abide in his love. 

More than that, you are invited to be Friends With Christ. 

That’s what our confirmation youth have done today – 
they have accepted being accepted. 
They are now Friends with Christ.


