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During this season of Easter we have been 
reading about the appearances of the Risen 
Christ to his disciples. 
 
Today’s reading helps us to interpret what his 
presence means – by remembering a powerful 
teaching of Jesus about his role as our Good 
Shepherd. 
 



Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd.  The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  The 
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does 
not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and runs away – and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them.  The hired 
hand runs away because a hired hand does not 
care for the sheep.  I am the good shepherd.  I 
know my own and my own know me just as the 



Father knows me and I know the Father.  And I lay 
down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep 
that do not belong to this fold.  I must bring them 
also, and they will listen to my voice.  So there will 
be one flock, one shepherd.  For this reason the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 
order to take it up again.  No one takes it from me, 
but I lay it down of my own accord.  I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again.  
I have received this command from my Father.” 



 
 



Special relationship (like we have with a pet). 
Shepherds lead their sheep (not drive them) 
Sheep often “nibble their way” into being lost. 
Shepherds protect their sheep at all cost 
(bishop’s crosier). 
Sheep recognize the voice of their shepherd. 
 
 



We live in a world with so many 
competing “voices” and so much noise 
 

-  “Buy this, spend that” 
-  “Pleasure is what counts” 
-  “Take care of number one” 



There is one sure way to know when we 
are hearing the voice of the Good 
Shepherd: 
 
“I love you” 
 
Not “I love you, if” 



 
 



Again, how do we hear the voice of the Good 
Shepherd, the Risen Christ? 
 

-  Silence 
-  Focus 
-  Openness 
-  Willingness to obey 

 
 
 



When we hear the voice of the Good Shepherd, 
the Risen Christ, what will we hear? 
 

-  “Peace be with you” 
-  “Don’t doubt, but believe” 
-  “I am with you” 
-  “I love you no matter what” 
-  “Go to serve and share God’s love” 

 
 
 



The Good Shepherd – Jesus himself – is 
speaking to us, calling to us. 
 
Will we listen? 
Will we hear? 
Will we respond and follow him? 
Will we go where he wants us to go? 
 
 
 


