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What is Advent? 

 

According to the United Methodist Church website, umc.org, the season of 
Advent, which comes from the Latin word adventus meaning “coming” or “visit," 
begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. During Advent, 
we prepare for, and anticipate, the coming of Christ. Even as we look back and 
celebrate the birth of Jesus in a humble stable in Bethlehem, we also look forward 
anticipating the second coming of Christ as the fulfillment of all that was 
promised by his first coming. 

 

 

 

God Bless Us, Every One! 

~ A Christmas Carol, 1951, Muppet Christmas Carol, 1992, etc. etc. etc. 

This year, the ZUMC Writers have drawn inspiration from Christmas movies for 
our Advent devotional. Each day's devotion includes a quote or reference from a 
movie, and a complete list of films referenced appears on the last page. We hope 

our words inspire you to connect more closely to God's Word as we witness to 
one another the joy Christ's birth has brought to our lives. God bless you! 
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December 2, 2018          Sunday 

A Place for Christmas 
 

"And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him 
in a manger because there was no place for them in the inn."  (Luke 2:7) 

 

What I loved about Christmas time, growing up, were family and friends dropping by, bringing 
cookies, fruitcakes and surprises for my brother and me.  This pattern of visiting took place pre- 
and post-Christmas.  My home was my Christmas place. 

An irreverently funny movie comes to mind due to one scene that touched and continues to 
touch my heart.  In National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation, there is a scene with Clark 
Griswold, the goofy but hardworking dad who is trying to create a "good old family Christmas" 
for his immediate and extended family and his little bedraggled niece.  Clark's ne'er do well 
brother-in-law and his wife and kids arrive unexpectedly in an RV, clearly broke.  Clark 
welcomes them, and has this sweet scene with his niece, Mary, a little girl of around six, who 
reports that Santa has had a hard time, in the past, locating and visiting her and her family.  

Clark: "I bet you like it here, huh?" 

Mary:  "I love it here.  You don't gotta put on your coat to go to the bathroom 
and your house is always parked in the same place." 

People in the world who are uprooted feel vulnerable, especially at a holiday time that 
celebrates family and giving.  The most important concern is their sense of safety and place.  In 
Luke 2:7, Mary and Joseph have arrived in Bethlehem for the census, and their baby, Jesus, is 
born in a makeshift shelter.  "And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger because there was no place for them in the inn."  
Their miracle, and ours, is family: holy, together and safe.   

Wherever we are this Christmastime, let us remember that our greatest gifts to the world and 
our families are our love and witness to the Holy Spirit, our greatest gift from Jesus. 

Beyond words, love is an emotion of the heart, God given, full of unconditional acceptance, 
tenderness and forgiveness.  We, like little Mary Griswold, Mother Mary, and Jesus are held in 
God's loving care, no matter our circumstances in life.  We are loved. 

"God bless us, everyone!"  A Christmas Carol, by Charles Dickens. 

 

Melanie Chitwood wrote the following prayer:  "Dear Lord, Don't let us miss You this Christmas 
season.  Thank You for the simple, but life-changing message regarding your love for us.  In 
Jesus name, Amen." 

 
~Marilyn Wilson 

ZUMC Stephen Minister 
  



4 

 

December 3, 2018         Monday 

 

Faith Like a Child 

 

“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will not enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:3) 

 

“I just like smiling.  Smiling’s my favorite.” 

Buddy the Elf, Elf 

 

Ah, Buddy the Elf. Innocent, trusting, naïve, gullible.  Sometimes his immaturity is too much for 
the adults around him to handle. He reminds me of my preschooler, who finds wonder in 
absolutely everything, and sometimes sees the world a little too simplistically- “God made the 
trees, and the animals, and my toys, and my potty, and my bed…”  But in Buddy’s essence lies 
all the things Jesus is looking for when He says we should become like little children. 

Buddy: 

• Loves deeply 
• Sees past others’ faults 
• Accepts everyone as they are 
• Looks for the good in people and situations 
• Has a positive attitude 
• Is loyal 
• Has no hidden agendas 
• Tries his best to do the right thing 
• Proclaims the truth  

 

Can we all try to be a little more like Buddy this season?  Let’s let the spirit of Christmas, the 
spirit of Christ, shine through us. 

 

Dear God, 

Please help me to have a child-like faith and spirit, this holiday season and the whole year 
through.  Amen. 

 

~ Linda Alms 
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December 4, 2018         Tuesday 

 
A Positive Light 

 
And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior." (Luke 1: 
46-47) 

 
"Each man’s life touches so many other lives, when he isn't around he leaves an awful hole, 

doesn't he?" 
Clarence (Henry Travers), It's A Wonderful Life 

 
In the Fall of 2003, we knew the upcoming Christmas would be my mom's last Christmas with 
us. She was so disappointed, thinking that she was ruining Thanksgiving and Christmas for us 
that she hoped she would go before the holidays to spare us the pain. Then one day, just weeks 
before Thanksgiving, she realized she did have the strength to get through and started getting 
into the spirit of it all. She had many visitors during this time, and so many commented that 
they had come to lift her spirits and she ended up lifting theirs! One in particular was a minister 
who had helped mom through my brother’s death some 20 years earlier, and now my mom, 
terminally ill with cancer, was giving him his words right back to him! He said he stayed up all 
that night writing one of his best sermons, all because she pointed out some things that he 
knew all along. 
 
Mom passed away the following March, and it's hard telling how many lives she touched by 
continuing to be a positive light right up to the end. Even when she felt her worst, she used her 
gift of being a calming influence and spreading God's love. She has left an incredible hole, but 
so many of us, when we have a problem wonder, "What would Mom/Nana/Betty say?" and it 
helps to get us through. 
 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, During this busy holiday season, help me to be a light to others no 
matter what I may be going through myself.  
 
 
 

~Tina Shipe 
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December 5, 2018         Wednesday 

Feast 
 

“Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will 
give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!” 
 (Matthew 7:9-11, NIV) 

“Never will you give a stone to the child who begs for bread.” – Theme Hymn, Babette’s Feast 
 

In a frugal 1830’s Christian separatist society two sisters open their home in Denmark to a 
French refugee, Babette. Since the older sisters can provide housing but not any pay, Babette 
works as their cook and maid for free. After serving for 14 years, Babette asks one favor from 
the sisters--- that she may prepare for them a real French dinner in celebration of Founders Day 
on Dec. 15th. The sisters begin to worry that accepting this extravagant gift is actually an evil 
temptation. It is difficult for them to accept this generous meal, even though it is a 
transforming experience for all. 

The believer’s communal worship includes a theme hymn recognizing their desire for the future 
New Jerusalem as well as their trust that God will supply their daily bread. They repeatedly sing 
that “Never will you give a stone to the child who begs for bread.” They believe God will 
provide their daily bread but that is all that they appear to believe He will supply in this earthly 
life. 

As earthly parents, we understand giving good gifts to our children. We may admit to an 
obsessive pursuit of presents later left casually displayed under our Christmas tree. Yet in our 
Advent shopping rush, we overlook the gifts God has given us in His son. We glance past the 
deep gifts in shared lives and communities that have become too familiar. We aim to keep our 
hearts and habits in equilibrium--- limiting God’s messengers and His gifts meant to stir our 
lives. As this movie illustrates, God opens our spiritual and physical senses, stirs our souls, 
quenches our thirst, and feeds us in extravagant banquets beyond our daily bread. 

For reflection: 

• Thank God for providing for your daily bread and for your feasting. 

• Ask God to show you if there is an extravagant gift you should give or receive this 
Christmas season. 

 

Heavenly Father, thank You for all that You provide us on Earth. Thank You for helping us to 
forget our problems and to realize that they do not really matter in the plan God has for us. 
Amen. 
 

~ Sharon Stamper Thompson 

Note:  Babette’s Feast is the 1987 masterpiece by Gabriel Axel. It was the 1988 Oscar Winner for Best 
Foreign Language Film. Rotten Tomatoes gives it a 96% approval rating. It is rated G. As a foreign film, it 
has English subtitles and is available on DVD, Blueray and Amazon Prime. It is worth the hunt. 
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December 6, 2018         Thursday 

 

A Cup of Ovaltine, A Christmas Cookie and A Christmas Movie 

 

“For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the 
door will be opened.” (Matthew 7:8, NIV) 

 

Ralphie:  I want an official Red Ryder carbine action 200-range-shot model air rifle! [smiles 
hopefully at Santa] 

Santa Claus:  You’ll shoot your eye out, kid.  Merry Christmas!  Ho! Ho! Ho! 

A Christmas Story, 1983 

 

Like Ralphie in A Christmas Story, my son and I dreamed of a having a Red Ryder b b gun. 
Admittedly there are dangers involved with all dreams. Maybe you won’t put your eye out, but 
you could fall short, get hurt or even be a failure. There are mountains, walls, classes, or even 
school and work papers and projects that will raise their ugly heads. The problem is not with 
having dreams and visions; it is in living them out that the rubber of life meets the road. 

Kahlil Gibran, in his book The Prophet wrote that we may house our children’s bodies but not 
their dreams. “The Old Man,” Ralphie’s father made a decision to empower his son’s dreams, 
and as the story line progressed a b b did bounce back and break Ralphie’s glasses. With each of 
my children’s dreams there was and still are certain dangers. That is just the way dreams are. 

My children asked me what I wanted them to do with their lives. My response was simple, 
“Make the world a better place.” My dream is that someday there will be peace on earth. For 
years I have done the Christmas stockings and have always inserted various assortments of 
writing paraphernalia. The pen/written word is more powerful than the sword, gun, or terrorist 
bomb. 

If peace is to come on earth, children don’t need bunny rabbit outfits like Ralphie received. 
They need encouragement and the tools to create or rewrite the way we look at life. We live in 
a day when their creativity will be needed explore our expanding horizons. Be challenged in 
your gift giving to help build a dream of a better world.  

 

Lord, let there be peace on earth and let it begin with our families. Amen 

 

 

~ Karl Goodfellow 
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December 7, 2018         Friday 

 

Day One 

 

In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is 
born again.” (John 3:3) 

 
“Happy Birthday!” –Frosty the Snowman 

 

Every time the magic hat brings Frosty the Snowman to life, his first words are an exuberant 
“Happy Birthday!”  He has a new life to live, and he can’t wait to get started. 

Some days, I just wonder how in the world I’ve gotten to a particular point. Things have gotten 
so inside out, upside-down, and backwards that I can hardly see straight. That’s usually when I 
realize that I have once again fallen out of the habit of chatting with God and letting Him guide 
my days. It’s time for a spiritual rebirth. 

Obviously, we can’t start again as babies, as much as we’d sometimes like to have a “do over.” 
But thankfully, we can hit the reset button in our spirits.  It really is as simple as praying, “God, 
I’ve messed up again. I trust You Lord.  Will you please help me to make a new start?” And He 
will do just that.  That’s not saying we don’t have to face the consequences of our previous 
actions, but the burden on our souls will be lifted, and we can have the peace and strength to 
move forward.  Like Frosty, our new lives have begun.  Or, as Matthew West sums it up in his 
song, Day One: 

It's day one of the rest of my life 

It's day one of the best of my life 

I'm marching on to the beat of a brand-new drum 

Yeah, here I come 

The future has begun 

Day one 

 

Let me be the first to tell you, Happy Birthday! 

 

Father, 

Please renew my spirit and give me a fresh start today. Amen. 

 

~ Linda Alms 
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December 8, 2018         Saturday 

 

On Gifts 

 

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.” (1 Cor. 12:4, NIV) 

 

 “One can never have enough socks. Another Christmas has come and gone and I didn’t get a 
single pair. People will insist on giving me books.” 

- Professor Dumbledore,  Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone 

 

I have often been the one to give practical gifts at Christmas. The socks and handkerchiefs? 
They’re from me. Monogrammed pencils, dishtowels, first aid kits, atlases… the list goes on. I 
admire people who choose a completely different tact, however. There are people who have a 
talent for getting items that strike a chord of familiarity with a loved one’s secret wishes and 
dreams: a ukulele for a burgeoning singer songwriter, a replica of a woodie station wagon with 
a surf board on top for the man who dreams of California, a zoo membership for the daughter 
who is raising three small children. As concerns gift giving, I see each year, each Christmas, as 
an opportunity to get it right – to give just the right gift to each of my loved ones – a gift they 
will delight in and benefit from. But I’m a mere mortal, and I can’t promise not to tuck into the 
box a year’s supply of Tic Tac. 

Consider God’s approach to gifts: In bestowing spiritual gifts, he provides each of us perfect 
gifts such as knowledge, wisdom, healing, and others that are unique and delightful in their 
combination and, at the same time, truly practical in advancing His purposes and His kingdom 
on earth. 

 

Father God, You are amazing in Your capacity for limitless generosity and provision to Your 
people. Please forgive me for seeing gift-giving as a competition, if only with myself. Thank You 
for reminding us through scripture and through Your Son, Jesus Christ, of the essential and the 
divine nature of gifts truly worth receiving. Instruct us to use the gifts You have provided us to 
Your glory. 

Amen.  

~ Christine Fitzpatrick 
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December 9, 2018         Sunday  

 
You Hope, and I’ll Hurry 

 
“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? 
Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If 
one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about 
their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied 
by action, is dead.” (James 2:14-17, NIV) 

 
“So you hope, and I'll hurry; you pray, and I'll plan. We'll do what's necessary 'cause even a 

miracle needs a hand.”  - Joshua Trundle, 'Twas the Night Before Christmas (1974 TV Movie) 
 
 

One of my favorite Christmas TV specials growing up was ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas. A 
message of faith, forgiveness and redemption, as illustrated by cartoon mice. 

One line of a song from that movie has never left my heart: “you hope, and I’ll hurry; you pray, 
and I’ll plan.  We’ll do what’s necessary ‘cause even a miracle needs a hand.” I believe that God 
performs miracles in our lives every day. I also believe that He wants us to participate in the 
changes and miracles that we want to see in our world. As James states in chapter two, faith 
without action is dead. 

All my life, I have loved writing. My dream is to become a published novelist. One problem: I 
have never finished writing a novel. I can pray for perseverance, inspiration and guidance, but 
God can’t write the novel for me. I need to do the work. 

Is there something that you have been praying about, hoping for, that has not yet happened? 
What are you doing to help God with the miracle that you are asking Him to perform? I 
challenge you to make a plan, put it into action, and have faith that God will provide the miracle 
needed to make your plans succeed. 

 

 

Heavenly Father, thank You for the daily miracles that you perform in our lives. May we always 
remember that we can share Your love through our actions as well as through our faith. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

~ Maurya Wendling 
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December 10, 2018         Monday 

 

Believing Is Seeing 

 

“Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the 
end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” (1 Peter 1:8-9) 

 

“Sometimes, believing is seeing.”  -the Conductor, The Polar Express 

 

While my friend’s daughter Sydney was on a mission trip to Ecuador last summer, she 
developed severe abdominal pain. My friend frantically put out the plea for urgent prayers, to 
which many of the ladies in our congregation responded. 

The doctors in Ecuador concluded that Sydney had a gallbladder full of stones and needed to 
get home immediately for surgery. They had x-rays and ultrasounds to back this up. Sydney 
flew home and headed to an American hospital. The doctors could find nothing! Her symptoms 
were gone! 

One can choose to look at the situation in one of two ways. Either you can view this as a 
coincidental fluke, or you can see that God heard our collective prayers and healed her on that 
plane ride home. 

Sometimes, believing is seeing. 

 

Dear God, 

Please help me to believe and see the ways You are always working in my life, and give You the 
praise You deserve.  Amen. 

 

~ Linda Alms 
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December 11, 2018         Tuesday 

 

Accepting Fear 

 

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.’” (Proverbs 9:10, NIV) 

 

“You’re never too old to be afraid” - Old Man Marley, Home Alone 

 

After being around a massive family for most of his life, Kevin McCallister is accidentally left 
‘home alone’ in the movie with the same name. His child-like fears are shown throughout the 
movie, such as being afraid of a possessed furnace in his basement, and the old man who 
silently salts the streets. For a kid just eight years of age, he handles himself well throughout 
the film, buying groceries, and communicating well with others. He even prevented a burglary 
by setting various devilish traps, while calling the police of course. However, through all of that, 
Kevin still sees fears in his life that he tries, and sometimes fails, to repress. When Kevin visited 
his local church, he was in a state of weakness and loneliness. The viewer could instantly see 
the warmth through the screen in the church, which is a definite contrast to the cold and dark 
setting of the winter night outside. He meets the old man with the shovel, named Marley, 
inside, and is a little taken aback seeing a supposedly scary man in such a place of peace. 
Marley talks to him, explaining he was here to hear his granddaughter’s sweet voice in the 
church choir. Both Kevin and Marley had issues with their connections with family and fear, and 
when Kevin asks why a grown man has fears, Marley replies, “You’re never too old to be 
afraid.” 

Fear is a constant message throughout the Bible, which often tells us “do not be afraid.” 
However, the Bible also says to be afraid of God and his power. Everyone has fears in their daily 
lives, such as losing something or someone that is important to you. God teaches us to live with 
our fears and confront them to live a healthy life of peace because we first must realize our 
problems before we can move past them. 

 

Heavenly Father, help us to realize that everyone has problems like us, and fear is a normal part 
of our lives. You take care of us and help us so that we do not have to be afraid of the world. 
Let us rest in Your hands so that our fears may fly away.  In Your name we pray, Amen. 

 

~ Calvin Wendling (age 15) 

  



13 

 

December 12, 2018         Wednesday 

 

Blessings 

 

“Your father’s blessings are greater than the blessings of the ancient mountains, than the 
bounty of the age-old hills.”  Genesis 49:26a 

 

“When I’m worried and I can’t sleep, I count my blessings instead of sheep. And I fall asleep 
counting my blessings.”  -Bob Wallace, White Christmas 

 

Some days are just emotionally exhausting. This year, I’ve had a series of what I call health 
nuisances – little irritations that tend to temporarily pull my spirit down just a tad. Couple those 
with the incessant queries of my three-year-old (“Why do I have to go to bed now? Why can’t I 
lick the mirror? Why can’t I sit in the doll’s chair? Why, why, why, why, why?”) and concerns for 
my soon-to-graduate college girl, and the days can seem oh, so very long! 

But at night, when the rest of the family is asleep, I go in to check on the little one one more 
time.  I say a prayer of thanks for my girls and my husband, and I sometimes get overwhelmed 
with thinking about the many blessings God has bestowed on me, and how He chose me to 
help Him create two beautiful miracles. 

Indeed, counting my blessings makes for a peace-filled heart and a good night’s sleep. 

 

 

God, as I begin to count the blessings You have bestowed, the list just keeps getting longer.  
Help me to always remember the things You have done for me.  Amen. 

 

~ Linda Alms 

  



14 

 

December 13, 2018         Thursday 

 

Off the List 

 

"So watch yourselves. If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they 
repent, forgive them. Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come 
back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them." (Luke 17:3-4, NIV) 

 

Charlie Brown: “Thanks for the Christmas card you sent me, Violet.” 
Violet: “I didn’t send you a Christmas card, Charlie Brown.” 
Charlie Brown: “Don’t you know sarcasm when you hear it?” 

- A Charlie Brown Christmas 

How do you approach the annual ritual of sending Christmas cards? More to the point: Who has 
dropped off your list and why? Is it because they have stopped reciprocating? On whose lists do 
you appear to have fallen off? 

Having been on this earth now more than six decades, I’ve watched my own thoughts and 
practice and have noticed who has fallen off my list. Certainly, some of my loved ones and 
friends have passed away. I can no longer send a card to my beloved grandparents, or my 
parents, for that matter. I now can only treasure their handwritten notes and signatures in 
cards we exchanged long ago and thank God they were in my life. I no longer send cards to 
some of my friends and acquaintances through the years because of the long list of scratched 
out forwarding addresses in my address book and mail returns. I literally no longer know where 
they are (though social media reduces that dilemma). I reason that if they haven’t contacted (or 
“friended") me through various life stages and address changes, perhaps we have outgrown the 
friendship and moved on? Then, there are others on my list who have simply stopped sending 
me cards. I wonder: Is something as simple as a missed or forgotten Christmas card an act that 
requires repentance or forgiveness? 

In instructing the disciples, Jesus provided so many lessons that relate to this quandary – 
cautioning against losing track of those who have gone astray, of bearing grudges in one’s 
heart, or of keeping score. I am grateful to have His instruction to reflect upon in what might be 
considered the most perfunctory of holiday traditions. 

 

Heavenly Father, Your gift of perfect love and wisdom through your Son Jesus guides and 
instructs us. I fall short when I consider reciprocity the criterion in extending loving Christmas 
wishes to others. Thank you for reminding me of the power and necessity of repentance and 
forgiveness, and forgive me my shortcomings. Open my eyes and my heart even as I approach 
the simplest of tasks this season so that I may express Your forgiveness and Your love to others. 

Amen 

~ Christine Fitzpatrick 
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December 14, 2018          Friday 

 

It is a Wonderful Life 

 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” (1 Chron. 16:34, NIV) 

 

Clarence: [In book inscription] Remember, George: no man is a failure who has friends. 

- It’s a Wonderful Life (1936) 

St. Ambrose wrote, “Our greatest sin is our lack of thankfulness.” 

Recently talking about Christmas cards, the friend said they were too much work and expense. 
Electronic cards have changed that and writing this devotional has challenged me to think 
about it more closely. In the movie “It is a Wonderful life” George Bailey runs into some hard 
times at the Building and Loan and attempts suicide when his guardian angel, Clarence Odbody 
helps him to see the richness in his life and the impact he has had made in life. 

I am truly thankful for all those God has allowed me to bless and be blessed by their presence. 
Does the gift of belief and friendship make the world a better place? It wasn’t until the angel 
Clarence Odbody showed George what the world would have been like if God had not used 
him.  

So this year rather than expecting my wife to write traditional Christmas letter I have decided to 
take the time to write thankful notes. Maybe writing three or four a day will allow me to 
overcome some of the Christmas blues I have sometimes faced. In focusing on how wonderful 
my life has really been and how rich a foundation of relationships I have had will give me a new 
appreciation of what a wonderful life me and my family have lived. 

 

Lord, send an angel to touch our memories reminding us of the wonder of life that you have 
given to us in the many relationships that have blessed our lives. Amen 

~ Karl Goodfellow 
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December 15, 2018         Saturday 

 

Misfits 

 

“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  My 
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” (John 15:11-12, NIV) 

 

“We’re all misfits!”  

- Charlie-in-the-Box, Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964) 

 

Rudolph had a nose that glowed – 

He did not fit in. 

Aren’t we all just like him  

Separated by our sin? 

We’re ill-equipped to serve a God 

Who sent His perfect Son 

To die for us upon the cross, 

To declare all battles won. 

A world of awkward misfits 

But Jesus gives us grace 

Can we use imperfect lives 

To make a better place? 

If we embrace each other  

And ignore each glowing flaw 

We can build a joyful future 

Full of wonder, love, and awe. 

 

 

Heavenly Father, we are all misfits.  Thank You for loving us anyway.  Help us to love each other 
as You first loved us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

~ Maurya Wendling  
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December 16, 2018          Sunday 

 

Lost and Found 

 

“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the 
ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he 
finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and 
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in 
the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.” (Luke 15:4 – 7, NIV) 

 

“We forgot Kevin!” – Kate McCallister, Home Alone 

 

In the movie Home Alone, Kate McCallister left the rest of her family just to find that cute, 
resourceful, naughty, Kevin. The movie is quite possibly based on the above parable from 
Luke’s Gospel. IN FACT: 

“Suppose one of you has a hundred children and loses one of them. Doesn’t she leave the 
ninety-nine in the French airport and go after the lost child until she finds him? Even if it means 
catching a ride in a van full of polka players?  And when she finds him, she joyfully puts him in 
her arms and gives him a big hug. Then she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, 
‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost Kevin.’” 

What do you think about that? The moral of the story is: God always finds us, no matter where 
He or we are. And when He finds us, He celebrates, for He has found His lost creation. 

 

 

Dear God, thank You for finding us, no matter what happens.  Amen 

 

~ Samuel Wendling (age 12) 
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December 17, 2018         Monday 

 

Christmas 1994 

 
 “On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshiped him.  They opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.” (Matthew 2:11) 

 

George Bailey: What is it you want, Mary?  What do you want?  You want the moon?  Just say 
the word and I’ll throw a lasso around it and pull it down.  Hey that’s a pretty good idea.  I’ll 
give you moon, Mary. 

Mary Hatch Bailey:  I’ll take it. 

 – It’s A Wonderful Life 

 

Christmas morning, 1994!  I will never forget it as long as I live!  On this morning, I would say 
“yes” to Michael’s marriage proposal…. but it wasn’t just a proposal from him, it was a proposal 
from his children, Ashley(12)  and Joshua(7) too!  Ashley had gone to the jewelry store to help 
pick out my engagement ring.  While the engagement ring was a beautiful diamond, the 
wedding ring that would wrap around that diamond included two rubies.  Both children have 
July birthdays, and the birthstone for July is ruby.  You see, I wasn’t just saying “I Do” to 
Michael.  I would become a step-mom of two all in the same breath.  

In preparing for the proposal that Christmas morning, he had the kids help with all of it!  They 
planned an elaborate scheme to put all my presents in ONE BIG BOX!  When I would shake it, 
one end would slosh around like it had water in it.  I would later find out they in fact did put 
water in a 2-liter bottle on one side, just to throw me off.  On Christmas morning as I opened 
the box, I found several more boxes.  One was a beautiful blouse, the other a very nice sweater, 
a VHS Movie with “Tina” Turner in it, titled “What’s Love Got To Do With It”.  Just as I’m sure 
they had practiced, Ashley had something to say about each gift, and then on the last gift, 
hidden way at the bottom in a tiny box, were my beautiful diamond and ruby rings!  As I began 
to open it, Michael was down on one knee, with the kids huddled around me, and just like that, 
I felt like the luckiest girl in the world. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, during this season, help us to remember not only the gifts, but the 
people in our lives, behind the gifts.  Whether it be a handmade card or a beautiful diamond 
ring, help us to show our love and gratitude because the people in our lives are what matter 
most.  Amen 

 

~ Tina Shipe 
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December 18, 2018         Tuesday 

 

Reinventing Christmas 

 

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 

Galatians 6:2 

“No one is useless in this world who lightens the burden of another.” 
 – Charles Dickens, The Man Who Invented Christmas 

 

It’s hard to imagine a time before Christmas was widely celebrated. But we have Charles 
Dickens to thank for the revival of the holiday. Before writing A Christmas Carol, his writing 
career was hanging by a thread. After publishing the classic story on December 19th, 1843, 
however, every copy had sold by Christmas Eve. No one could have known that this struggling 
author would revitalize what is now one of the most widely-celebrated holidays in the world. 
But more remarkable was its effect on the generosity of the people: charitable giving 
skyrocketed overnight.  

In The Man Who Invented Christmas, a movie which recounts Dickens’s process of writing the 
famous book, Dickens says this: “No one is useless in the world who lightens the burden of 
another.” 

It’s easy to see the wild success of Charles Dickens and think, “I could never make that kind of 
impact.” But, after reading A Christmas Carol, millions of people learned from Ebenezer Scrooge 
and decided to lighten others’ burdens. Together, readers all over the world donated their time 
and money to those in need. 

In what ways can you lighten the burden of another this Christmas? 

 

Lord, 

Reveal to me someone whose burden I can help lighten.  Use the talents You have given me to 
be a blessing to others this Christmas. 

Amen. 

 

~ Megan Alms 
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December 19, 2018         Wednesday 

 

Generosity with a Heart 

 

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for our brothers and sisters.  If anyone has material possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that 
person?” (1 John 3:16-17, NIV) 

 

KRIS: Imagine making a child take something he doesn't want... just because he [the store 
manager] bought too many of the wrong toys. That's what I've been fighting against for 
years...the way they commercialize Christmas. 

—Miracle on 34th Street 

 

The Manager at Macy’s instructs Kris Kringle to push the overstocked toys on the children who 
were unsure what to request for Christmas.  Instead of following these instructions, the Macy’s 
Santa in Miracle on 34th Street sends shoppers to Gimbel’s, or the Acme Toy Company, or 
anywhere that they can purchase what they need.  He is interested in making the customers 
happy instead of pleasing the bean-counters.  The public’s reaction to this is so positive that 
Macy’s changes their store policy.  “If we haven’t got what a customer wants, we’ll send him 
where he can get it,” says Macy’s President.  They want to be known as the store with a heart.  
They realize that by doing right by their customers, they actually increase their profits and gain 
customer loyalty. 

This Advent season, I challenge you to look for what people really want or need, and not 
necessarily what is abundant and/or on sale.  Be generous with others not out of pity, but out 
of love and compassion, and not just at Christmas but throughout the year. 

 

 

Dear God,  

Help me to see what others really need and what I can do to help.   

Amen 

 

~ David Reid 
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December 20, 2018         Thursday 

 

Uncontainable Excitement 

 

“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people.” Luke 2:10 )NIV(  

 – THE Christmas Story 

 

“Be sure to drink your Ovaltine.” – A Christmas Story 

 

Remember how disappointed Ralphie was when he decoded the secret message.  He was sure 
this message was going to change the world. Or at the very least, his world.  He grabbed the 
decoder and the clues and went straight to the bathroom.  He locked the door, decoded the 
message as quickly as possible and then… pure disappointment.   

The shepherds had quite a different experience.  After the heavenly host gave the shepherds 
the news of Jesus’ birth, “they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 
them.” ( )NIV 18-2:16 Luke  

Approach this advent with the eagerness and anticipation of Ralphie.  And with the 
uncontainable excitement of the shepherds. 

I triple dog dare ya. 

 

Dear God, 

As I enjoy this advent season, especially movies like A Christmas Story, help me to remember 
the example of the shepherds.  Their trust, their amazement and their eagerness to tell 
everyone what the saw and what they heard.   

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen 

 

~ Bill Wendling 
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December 21, 2018         Friday 

 

Christmas Garland 

 

“so the king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be 
nothing but sadness of heart.” – Nehemiah 2:2 

 

“Have yourself a merry little Christmas.”  

- Judy Garland, Meet Me in St. Louis  

 

Long ago when I was growing up there were only two TV channels and not the expanse of 
Christmas movies to watch. Our family watched these movies on our one small screened TV 
year after year. The regular fare of Christmas movies included Meet Me in St. Louis where Judy 
Garland sang, “Have yourself a merry little Christmas,” and this was one many of the 33 1/3 
albums we wore out during the season. 

Judy Garland reportedly found the original words and setting depressing and demanded they 
be changed. The new words "Let your heart be light / Next year all our troubles will be out of 
sight" had a sweet and sourness that not only touched her heart but the hearts of thousands of 
troops she entertained around the world. Growing up, I found myself returning to this scene 
and the words of this song as friends came and went during the Viet Nam War. Sadly, this cycle 
has not changed. 

For me, the Christmas season has always been a bittersweet experience. I find myself asking, 
“why the sadness?” I know that the sweetness for me comes in spending time with those in 
hospitals, nursing homes, and with those shut in. Sharing a cup of coffee and a few cookies is so 
important to those who feel so alone. This gives me a sense of sharing God’s compassion. I have 
also found sweetness sitting alone in darkened sanctuaries after Christmas Eve services when 
there is a sweet holiness that hangs in the air. 

St. Theresa in her book Interior Castle wrote that some of God’s presence will always remain in 
the sacred memories of our encounters with God. 

Have yourself a merry little Christmas. 

 

 

Heavenly Father, let our hearts be light.  Amen. 

 

~ Karl Goodfellow 
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December 22, 2018         Saturday 

Love Story 

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. (1 Cor.13:13, NIV) 
 

"Love means never having to say you’re sorry."  - Jenny Cavaleri, Love Story (1970) 

Love Story is a multifaceted story of Jenny Cavaleri, a Providence, Rhode Island, smart city girl.  Jenny, 
whose mother passed away from illness when Jenny was a little girl, makes it all the way from her 
hometown to Radcliffe, next door to Harvard.  Radcliffe College is a women's liberal arts college in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and is the female coordinate institution for the all-male Harvard University.  
Jenny, we find out in this movie, is an ethical agent, a morally straight angel, and a feminist.  She stands 
up and chastises the young Harvard undergraduate Oliver Barrett, as she is clerking at the front desk of 
Radcliff's main library (working her way through college).  She complains that Oliver is checking out 
books from Radcliff's library.  Jenny states: "Harvard's library has far more books than Radcliff so it is like 
you’re stealing."  This is the first example of Jenny's sense of Christian fairness based in non-thievery. 
Oliver comes from a fabulously wealthy home driven by a financier father.  You can just imagine that 
Oliver's father will never approve of a gal like Jenny from such a lower working-class demographic. In 
fact, discussing Jenny with his dad in his father's Tony club, they have a falling out with each other.  For 
pity's sake her father Phil bakes cookies for a living! 
Jenny and Oliver fall very, very deeply in love.  They marry without the approval of Oliver's family, with 
none of Oliver's family at the wedding.  Jenny's dad Phil is there to give his blessing to Oliver.  Phil has 
really taken to Oliver, except for one caveat: the newlyweds do not commit to a love of Jesus and the 
church, beliefs that Jenny's dad holds sacred.  
Nevertheless, early in their marriage. Jenny, the Radcliff classical music major, teaches children in a 
church, as choir director of Christmas hymns and a Christmas Eve Pageant performance (of course to 
make some extra money for she and Oliver). She is strict in her teaching approach to the students 
learning and singing perfectly the Christmas hymns as she so professionally demands, and clearly does 
not want her students to be slackers in their singing, as she tells them so very directly. Oliver does his 
part to earn money, selling Christmas trees, and helping load the Christmas trees into the new owners’ 
cars.  Oliver and Jenny, as is apt to happen, have a major argument.  When they reconcile, the famous 
line from this touching and heartbreaking film comes into play. Jenny states in their making up "Love 
means never having to say you’re sorry." 
Tragedy and redemption happen as we near the early end of Jenny's life.  Oliver's dad tries to reconnect 
with his son Oliver, who at this point is far into his self-financed Harvard law degree.  Oliver's dad does 
not know, and subsequently feels very bad that he has argued with Oliver over Jenny.  He visits Jenny 
and Oliver on her death bed.  Oliver then replies to his dad's attempted apology: "Love never means 
having to say you are sorry." 

At this Advent time, please be reminded that you must "be not so hard" in judging those you love. 
Please take to heart the Apostle Paul's loving words that faith, hope, and love remain, and as the 
character Oliver of Love Story recognized, the greatest of these is love. 

Oh Christ, thank you for the happiness you give us through Grace with our spouses and our marriages.  
Bless those who seek significant others and bless those who don't seek. We pray earnestly for those 
who have experienced loss of husband or wife. We pray blessings on those who have not experienced 
that kind of loss, but who seek your guidance when love and loss has occurred and are now in sorrow. 
Let your kind New Testament Red Words lift up all our hurt feelings, as we know you have the power to 
turn those hurt feelings into joyous feelings.  Amen. 

~Don Fitzpatrick 
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December 23, 2018          Sunday 

 
Deus Ex Machina 

 
“Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens. 
Our God is a God who saves; from the Sovereign Lord comes escape from death.” 
(Psalm 68:19-20, NIV) 

 
Martini: How'd you get away? 
Olive: It's kind of hard to explain. Have you heard of deus ex machina? 
Martini: Denise who? 
Olive: Look it up. 

 – Olive the Other Reindeer (1999) 

deus ex machina:  an unexpected power or event saving a seemingly hopeless situation, 
especially as a contrived plot device in a play or novel.  Can be literally translated as ‘god from 
the machine’ 

As a writer, I am always intrigued by different literary devices.  When I see literary terminology 
in unexpected places, it always makes me smile – from Target advertisements (they sent out a 
book of “Hi, Coupons!” that contained a haiku poem written for each sale item, from cheese to 
dog food) to comic strips (Fox Trot’s “Jabber-Guac” poem, written in the 
style of Lewis Carroll’s Jabberwocky) to the above-referenced quote from 
Olive the Other Reindeer.  I love this sweet Christmas cartoon, with its 
many puns and plays on words.  The silly package sent to Olive with the 
return address of “Deus ex Machina” – containing a file to help her 
escape the postal truck – has ever been my favorite moment of the show.  

The plot device of deus ex machina could also be called “divine intervention” – in the story, 
someone steps in or some event happens to save the day just in time.  Readers and critics tend 
to frown upon these devices, considering them a convenient, or even lazy, way to move the 
story line forward.  But I would argue that divine intervention happens every day in our lives – 
that quite literally, the truth is stranger than fiction.   

The Bible is full of examples of deus ex machina, as God continually steps in to save the day just 
in time.  God saved Noah and his family, along with the animals of the Earth, in a remarkable 
way.  Jonah and the great fish, Daniel in the lion’s den, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego – 
God rescues them all, in unbelievable ways.  But the best example of deus ex machina is God 
sending His Son to die on the cross, to save all of us, so that we may have eternal life, and live 
happily ever after in God’s kingdom. 

 
Dear God, author of all creation, thank You for all the times you have stepped in to save the 
day.  With You in our lives, our story will always have a happy ending.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
~ Maurya Wendling 
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December 24, 2018        Christmas Eve    Monday 

 

Feeling Left Out 

 
 “Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” (Colossians 3:13, NIV) 

 

“Okay, this is extremely important. Will you please tell Santa that instead of presents this year, I 
just want my family back?” – Kevin McCallister, Home Alone 
  

A pivotal moment in Home Alone occurs when Kevin realizes his family is the most important 
gift he could receive for Christmas – yes, including Uncle Frank. This is especially meaningful 
because it reflects forgiveness in his heart. This forgiveness prompts a turning point that paves 
the way to redemption and healing. 

While we may not have been abandoned by family members, left behind on family vacations, 
nor mercilessly teased, bullied, or criticized like poor Kevin, it is likely that some of us can relate 
to feeling slighted by our family. Over the years, these perceived slights and our response to 
them can create tears in our relationships that make it difficult to feel joyful in each other’s 
presence. This may be particularly difficult during Christmas holiday gatherings.  

This Advent season, turn your ear and your heart to family members who may feel left out or 
left behind. Ask God to help you become more loving and healing toward that person. Ask God 
to help you restore your relationship with the family member in harmony with His good and 
perfect Will. 

And, if you are the one who feels left out or left behind, pray for the Holy Spirit’s loving 
embrace and direction in your interactions with your family members, and pray for the strength 
to forgive. 

Dear God, please open my heart and make me an instrument of Your forgiveness and Your 
unconditional love. Amen 
  

~ Christine Fitzpatrick 
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December 25, 2018        Christmas Day    Tuesday 
 

It Came! 
 

“He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near….” 
 –Ephesians 2:17 
And He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” 
 –Revelation 22:20 

 

“But this… this sound wasn’t sad. Why… this sound sounded glad. 
Every Who down in Whoville, the tall and the small, was singing, without any presents at all! 
He hadn’t stopped Christmas from coming, it came! Somehow or other, it came just the same. 
How could it be so?  It came without ribbons! It came without tags!  
It came without packages, boxes or bags!”  -- Dr. Suess’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
 
No doubt by now the rush of the Christmas season is over. Perhaps you’ve already opened the gifts 
under your tree, and your living room is a mess of torn paper and ribbons and boxes. Or perhaps 
you’re enjoying a quiet moment before that glad and joyful ritual. Either way, it doesn’t take a 
seminary degree to know that Christmas is not about the gifts. Whatever is in those boxes may 
bring joy, but they’re just stuff. At the end of the day, the delight they offer is temporary. The 
deeper joy comes from the people with whom we share our gifts. 
For me, though, the word that rings in my ears from that Dr. Seuss quote is “came.” But to me, the 
amazement is not just that Christmas comes, with or without boxes or tags or ribbons. The wonder 
is that Christ comes. As Christians, we celebrate not just the arrival of a day, but the arrival of a 
Savior. 
So we celebrate that God came to us. That God’s love is so great, as Wendell Berry puts it, that it 
would sway God to put on human flesh, that He might know us by compassion. He came and 
preached peace, to both those near and far. He came to seek the lost and heal the broken and 
redeem the sinner. He came to die for our sins, that we might come to Him without fear or 
condemnation. That is what we celebrate—that he came. 
We also remember the central proclamation of the early church—that Jesus will come again. 
Indeed, this promise is the last, parting line of the entire Bible! I know, I know, after countless books 
and movies like Left Behind, the prospect of the second coming is more likely to fill us with fear. But 
for the early Christians (and for many Christians still around the world), this promise of Christ’s 
coming was intended to fill us with joy. For with Christ comes the kingdom of God in all its fullness, 
and there will be no more death or sin or tears or fears, there will be such a celebration that could 
put our Christmas parties to shame. 
So we celebrate that he came (past tense). And we anticipate that he will come again (future tense). 
And I believe, in between that past and our future, Christ continues to come (present). He comes to 
those who are in darkness and running out of hope. He is present in every act of love, especially 
when extended to the least of these. Christ is present in every celebration of joy, every extension of 
peace. He stands at the door and knocks on the door of our hearts, always waiting to come in. 
As the old Christmas Carol goes: “Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in.” 
 

O Christ, who came into our world as a small and helpless child, we make space now to receive you 
again into our hearts.  Draw near and enter our thoughts, that we might share in the love, peace, 
joy and hope that you offer our world.  Amen. 
 

~ Pastor David Williamson 
Senior Pastor, Zionsville United Methodist Church 
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Movies with a Message 
For your Christmas viewing pleasure! 

Look for a deeper message in the following movies this Christmas season… 

 

 National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation (1989) 

 Elf (2003) 

 Babette’s Feast (1987)  

 A Christmas Story (1983) 

 Frosty the Snowman (1969) 

 Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone (2001) 

 'Twas the Night Before Christmas (1974 TV Movie) 

 The Polar Express (2004) 

 Meet Me in St. Louis (1944) 

 White Christmas (1954) 

 A Charlie Brown Christmas (1965) 

 It’s a Wonderful Life (1936) 

 Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964) 

 Love Story (1970) 

 Home Alone (1990) 

 Olive the Other Reindeer (1999) 

 How the Grinch Stole Christmas (1966, 2000) 

 Miracle on 34th Street (1947) 

 The Man Who Invented Christmas 
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Bonus Features, Deleted Scenes & Outtakes 
 

 

 

ZUMC Writers’ Group 

 

“As water reflects the face, so one’s life reflects the heart.” (Proverbs 27:19, NIV) 
 

The ZUMC Writers’ group was established in 2010, after a five-week writing class held in the 
back corner of the church office. We discovered that there is a community of writers here – 
people who enjoy expressing themselves in a variety of ways using words on a page. We are 
diverse in age, experience, and passion, but we share a common desire to write and to support 
each other in our writing aspirations. 

Compiling and producing an Advent Devotional is one way that our writing group has chosen to 
reach out to the ZUMC congregation and beyond, in the hopes that our words might inspire 
others and help LIFT lives.  

We are thankful to our church home for nurturing small groups and for being a safe place for 
people to connect. In this season of Advent, we hope you will reflect upon how the church can 
help you to live a life that reflects your heart. 

 

Dear Lord, thank You for Zionsville United Methodist Church, and for all who support and 
sustain it. Please help us to make Your house a place of comfort and growth for all. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

 

~ ZUMC Writers’ Group, 2018 
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Happy Halloween, Good Sir. 

 

“Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! Matthew 7:9-11 (NIV) 

“I got a rock.”-Charles Brown Jr., It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown (1966)  

Firstly, I have no idea whether Charlie Brown has a Jr after his name, but his parents won’t say anything 
to disprove it. And I know they can, otherwise Charlie’s name would be “wahwah-wahwah-wah.” 
Secondly, I am using a Halloween movie quote. I don’t care; I think Christmas movies are generally 
overrated and my Mom won’t let me see Die Hard, so here we are, ladies and gents.  

You know what? The parents handing out candy in the Charlie 
Brown Halloween special are real jerks if they’re thinking “I’m 
going to give everyone with a bad costume a rock” (unless 
they’re actually thinking “wahwah-wahwah-wah.”) The verse 
above shows what should and should not be done – I mean, the 
analogy is literally giving a child a stone instead of food. Who 
would do that? Congratulations, faceless Halloween treat-
givers! You’ve done a bad thing to a small lad with an 
unfortunate, hole-y ghost costume.  Get it?  Hole-y Ghost?  He 
represents God, trick-or-treating!  

In all seriousness (which is difficult for me, I must say), the Bible teaches us that we can trust God to give 
us better than we deserve – He will always give us good gifts.  Never rocks.  Unless we really love rocks.  
But I digress. 

(Side note: Once Charlie and Linus and everyone else grow up, do their vocal cords just collapse so they 
can only say “wahwah-wahwah-wah?” I haven’t any idea.)  

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for not giving us rocks, even when our Halloween costumes are bad.  
You are the best gift giver, no matter which holiday we are talking about.  Amen. 

~ Samuel Wendling (age 12) 
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I Gotta Have Faith 

 

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” 
Hebrews 11:1 NIV 

 

“Faith is believing in things when common sense tells you not to.” 

Fred Gailey, Miracle on 34th Street 

 

Our world tells us to focus on material things – wealth, possessions, security.  My kids always 
tease me when the Christmas commercials start for the car companies – because they know it 
drives me crazy (pun intended!) that cars are advertised as Christmas gifts.  There’s nothing 
more over-the-top or costly that someone could ask for. 

Except maybe a house. 

In Miracle on 34th Street, the message is clear – if you have faith, if you believe, anything is 
possible.  Even the most over-the-top request.  Fred, the lawyer / boyfriend in the movie, takes 
a leap of faith by defending Kris Kringle – risking his career and his relationship to stand up for 
something he believes in.  “Kindness, joy, love, and all the other intangibles,” are what Fred is 
fighting for – something his girlfriend Doris, who is concerned with being realistic and getting 
ahead, cannot easily understand. 

The Bible tells us that faith is confidence in what we hope for.  God shows up in improbable, 
impossible, miraculous ways – and yet, we often don’t have confidence that He will be there for 
us.  We too often put our confidence and hope in the tangible, materialistic, logical things in our 
lives. 

This advent season, take a leap of faith, and be confident in what you hope for.  Hope for the 
best in others and in yourself.  And know that God will perform miracles on your street. 

Dear God, thank You for having patience with us as we learn to have faith in You.  In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

 

~ Maurya Wendling 
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Screenwriter de Souza’s answer to the question:  

Is “Die Hard” a Christmas movie? (Steven E. de Souza) 


