
Mark 11:12-26



The next day as they were 
leaving Bethany, Jesus 

was hungry. Seeing in the 
distance a fig tree in leaf, 
he went to find out if it had 
any fruit. When he reached it, 
he found nothing but leaves, 
because it was not the season 

for figs. Then he said 
to the tree, 



“May no one ever eat fruit from 
you again.” and his disciples 

heard him say it.
On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus 
entered the temple courts and 

began driving out those who were 
buying and selling there. He 
overturned the tables of the 

money changers and the benches 
of those selling doves,



and would not allow anyone to 
carry merchandise through the 
temple courts. And as he taught 

them, he said, “Is it not 
written: ‘My house will be 

called a house of prayer for all 
nations’?  But you have made it 

‘a den of robbers.’”



The chief priests and the 
teachers of the law heard this 
and began looking for a way to 
kill him, for they feared him, 
because the whole crowd was 
amazed at his teaching. When 
evening came, Jesus and his 

disciples went out of the city.



In the morning, as they went 
along, they saw the fig tree 

withered from the roots. Peter 
remembered and said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, look! The fig tree you 

cursed has withered!” 
“Have faith in God,” Jesus 

answered.



“Truly I tell you, if anyone 
says to this mountain, ‘Go, 

throw yourself into the sea,’ 
and does not doubt in their 
heart but believes that what 

they say will happen, it will be 
done for them. Therefore I tell 
you, whatever you ask in prayer, 
believe that you have received 

it, and it will be yours.



And when you stand praying, 
if you hold anything against 

anyone, forgive them, 
so that your Father in heaven 
may forgive you your sins.”



The Last Week:
Conflicts in Jerusalem





“‘Hear the word of the Lord, all 
you people of Judah who come to 
rough these gates to worship the 

Lord. This is what the Lord 
Almighty, the God of Israel, 

says: Reform your ways and your 
actions, and I will let you live 

in this place. 



Do not trust in deceptive words 
and say, “This is the temple of 

the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord!” 
If you really change your ways 
and your actions and deal with 

each other justly, if you do not 
oppress the foreigner, 



the fatherless or the widow and 
do not shed innocent blood in 
this place…then I will let you 
live in this place, in t he land 
I gave your ancestors for ever 
and ever. But look, you are 

trusting in deceptive words that 
are worthless.



…and then you come and stand 
before me in this house, which 
bears my Name, and say, “We are 

safe”—safe to do all these 
detestable things? Has this 
house, which bears my Name, 

become a den of robbers to you? 
But I have been watching! 

declares the Lord.



The Last Week:
Conflicts in Jerusalem



They arrived again in Jerusalem, 
and while Jesus was walking in 
the temple courts, the chief 

priests, the teachers of the law 
and the elders came to him. “By 
what authority are you doing 

these things?” they asked. “And 
who gave you authority to 

do this?”



Jesus replied, “I will ask you 
one question. Answer me, and I 
will tell you by what authority 
I am doing these things. John’s 
ba[tism—was it from heaven, or 
of human origin? Tell me!” They 
discussed it among themselves 

and said, 



“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 
will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you 

believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin’…” (They feared the 
people, for everyone held that 
John really was a prophet.)

So they answered Jesus, “We don’t 
know.” Jesus said, “Neither will 
I tell you by what authority I am 

doing these things.”
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Conflicts in Jerusalem



When they realized he had told 
this parable against them, they 
wanted to arrest him, but they 
feared the crowd. So they left 

him and went away.



Later they sent some of the 
Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus 
to catch him in his words. They 
came to him and said, “Teacher, 
we know that you are a man of 

integrity. You aren’t swayed by 
others, because you pay no 

attention to who they are; but 
you teach the way of God in 
accordance with the truth.



Is it right to pay the imperial 
tax to Caesar or not? Should we 
pay or shouldn’t we?” But Jesus 
knew their hypocrisy. “Why are 

you trying to trap me?” he asked.  
“Bring me a denarius and let me 
look at it.” They brought the 

coin, and he asked then, “Whose 
image is this? And whose 

inscription?”



“Caesar’s,” they replied. 
Then Jesus said to them, 

“Give back to Caesar what is 
Caesar’s and to God 

what is God’s.” 
And they were amazed at him.
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Conflicts in Jerusalem



Then the Sadducees, who say there 
is not resurrection, came to him 
with a question. “Teacher,” they 
said, “Moses wrote for us that if 
a man’s brother dies and leaves a 

wife but no children, the man 
must marry the widow and raise up 
offstpring for his brother. Now 

there were seven brothers.



The first one married a nd died 
without leaving any children. The 
second one married the widow, but 
he also died, leaving no child It 
was the same with the third. In 
face, none of the seven left any 
children. Last of all, the woman 
died too. At the resurrection 

whose wife will she be since the 
seven were married to her?”



Jesus replied, “Are you not in 
error because you do not know the 
Scriptures or the power of God? 
When the dead rise, they will 
neither marry nor be given in 

marriage: they will be like the 
angels in heaven. Now about the 
dead rising—have you not read in 
the Book of Moses, in the account 

of the burning bush, 



how God said to him, ‘I am the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob’? He is not 
the God of the dead, but of the 
living. You are badly mistaken!”
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“God is not a god of the dead, 
but of living.”



The Last Week:
Conflicts in Jerusalem


