
Mark 1:1-11



As they approached Jerusalem and 
came to Bethphage and Bethany at 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 
two of his disciples, saying to 
them, “Go to the village ahead 
of you, and just as you enter 
it, you will find a colt tied 
there, which no one has ever 

ridden.



Untie it and bring it here. If 
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you 
doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord 

needs it and wills end it back 
here shortly.’” They went and 
found a colt outside in the 

street, tied at a doorway. As 
they untied it, some people 

standing there asked, “What are 
you doing, untying that colt?”



They answered as Jesus had told 
them to, and the people let them 
go. When they brought the colt 
to Jesus and threw their cloaks 

over it, he sat on it. Many 
people spread their cloaks on 
the road, while others spread 
branches they had cut in the 

fields. Those who went ahead and 
those who followed shouted,



“Hosanna!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord!”
“Blessed is the coming kingdom 

of our father David!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”



Jesus entered Jerusalem and went 
into the temple courts. 

He looked around at everything, 
but since it was already late, 

he went out to Bethany 
with the Twelve.
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The way 
is the kingdom of God
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“Listen, you leaders of Jacob, 
you rulers of Israel.

Should you not embrace justice, 
you who hate good and love evil; 

…this is what the Lord says:
“As for the prophets

who lead my people astray, 
they proclaim ‘peace’

if they have something to eat,



but prepare to wage war 
against anyone 

who refuses to feed them.
Therefore night 

will come over you, 
without visions, 
and darkness, 

without divination.
The sun will set 
for the prophets,



and the day will go dark 
for them.

The seers will be ashamed
and the diviners disgraced.

They will all cover their faces
because there is no answer 

from God.”



…Hear this,
you leaders of Jacob, 
you rulers of Israel, 
who despise justice 

and distort all that is right;
who build Zion with bloodshed, 
and Jerusalem with wickedness.
Her leaders judge for a bribe,
her priests teach for a price, 



and her prophets 
tell fortunes for money.

Yet they look for the Lord’s 
support and say, 

“Is not the Lord among us? 
No disaster will come upon us.”

Therefore because of you,
Zion will be plowed 

like a field, Jerusalem will 
become a heap of rubble…, 



See how the faithful city 
has become a prostitute! 

She once was full of justice; 
righteousness used to dwell 
in her—but now murderers!

Your silver has become dross, 
your choice wine 

is diluted with water.
Your rulers are rebels,
partners with thieves;



They all love bribes
and chase after gifts.

They do not defend 
the cause of the fatherless; 

the widow’s case 
does not come before them.



“Go up and down 
the streets of Jerusalem, 
look around and consider, 

search through her squares.
If you can find but one person 

who deals honestly 
and seeks the truth, 

I will forgive this city.



Although they say, 
‘As surely as the Lord lives,’ 

still they are swearing 
falsely.”



Like cages full of birds, 
their houses are full of deceit; 

they have become 
rich and powerful 

and have grown fat and sleek.
Their evil deeds have no limit; 

they do not seek justice.
They do not promote 

the case of the fatherless;



They do not defend 
the just cause of the poor. 
Should I not punish them 

for this?” declares the Lord. 
“Should I not avenge myself 
on such a nation as this?
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Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you, 
righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey
I will take away the chariots 

from Ephraim
and the warhorses from 

Jerusalem,



And the battle bow 
will be broken. 

He will proclaim peace 
to the nations.

His rule will extend 
from sea to sea

and from the River 
to the ends of the earth.



They shall beat their swords 
into plowshare, and their 
spears into pruning hooks.  

Nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore. Come 
descendants of Jacob, let us 
walk in the light of the Lord.
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The law will go out from Zion, 
the word of the Lord 

from Jerusalem.
He will judge between many 
peoples and will settle 

disputes for strong nations 
far and wide.

They will beat their swords 
into plowshares



and their spears 
into pruning hooks.

Nation will not take up sword 
against nation, nor will they 

train for war anymore.



Everyone will sit under 
their own vine 

and under their own fig tree, 
and no one 

will make them afraid,
for the Lord almighty 

has spoken.



The Last Week:
Entering Jerusalem



He comes in peace to make peace

He comes in peace 
to confront power

He comes in peace 
to confront injustice

He comes in peace 
to confront monied interests



He comes in peace to confront 
the rule-maker’s sin of bending 

the rules to themselves.

He comes in peace to confront 
religion corrupted 
by all of the above

He comes in peace 
as a prophet of God


